
A failed Mexican state is American’s worst nightmare 
 

December of 2019 saw the curtain come down on a year stained in blood in 
Mexico.  Crime is spiralling out of control, and government officials seem helpless 
to prevent what is on the cusp of occurring: the failure of a nation of 125 million 
people and perhaps one of the largest population exoduses in recorded history. 
 
Mexican officials revealed almost unbelievable numbers in January of 2020 about 
the cost of the last ten years of drug fueled violence that has swept Mexico.  
Many foreign experts on the ground believe the numbers have already been 
reduced significantly by government statisticians, and even with that taken into 
consideration the data presented was shocking to all who thought about what the 
report was sharing. 
 
Mexican state prosecutors suggest that 61,637 people have been reported 
disappeared and not found since 2006.  The previous number released by 
government officials had put the number of disappeared at 40,000.  As of 
November of last year there had been 31,000 homicides in Mexico, a record 
number.  3,631 clandestine mass graves have been discovered since 2006 across 
Mexico containing thousands of victims of Mexico’s never ending war against 
drugs. 
 
Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador is at least partially responsible 
for the chaos and bloodshed now tearing his country apart.  Obrador came to 
power in 2015 promising to deal with criminality by “hugs not bullets.”  Obrador 
believed if Mexico could provide a decent social safety network for its people 
many would turn away from a life and possibly death in the drug trade.  The 
President has also tried to mobilize public opinion against the drug cartels with 
impassioned speeches asking “dealers to think about what their mothers would 
think of them for what they are doing.” 
 
In an interview with Bret Stephens of the N.Y. Times, a former law and order 
official in Mexico explained the chaos in Mexico as “a result of a simple failure of 
the rule of law.” Evidence indicates that the Mexican police and Army are 
outnumbered, outgunned and riddled with corruption.  The judiciary has almost 
ceased to exist with Mexican press sources reporting “a 99% chance that 
gangsters accused of crimes will go unpunished in Mexico.”  The biggest fear that 



many Mexican criminals have had for decades is a deportation for trial in America 
where typically their money and muscle cannot save them from being convicted 
and imprisoned for the rest of their lives.  Mexican officials who campaign on 
deportation are targeted for violence, and there are fewer and fewer judges and 
politicians each year who believe Mexican criminals should be tried in America. 
Last, multiple reports have suggested that the Mexican prison system is being run 
by the inmates, and guards have now become their proxies, willingly or 
unwillingly. 
 
The Ejercito Mexicano, or Mexican Army, with 183,562 active members is at its 
wit’s end with the Obrador government.  Many senior officers blame Obrador for 
stripping the Ejercito of its best units and transport to close Mexico’s southern 
border with Honduras to illegal migrants.  This move has limited some of the 
unfound criticism coming out of the Trump White House, but has made it all but 
impossible to deal with drug cartels largely concentrated up and down the Pacific 
Coast of Mexico facing California. 
 
Many Canadians are very familiar with Donald Trump’s oft stated opinions of 
Mexicans.  His 2016 campaign promised a wall to stop illegal immigration from 
Mexico to the United States, and Trump referred to Mexican immigrants to the 
United States as “murderers and rapists.”  American policy since 2016 has seldom 
benefitted the government of President Obrador or the common people of 
Mexico.  The N.Y. Times reported “that the slow pace to ratify the replacement 
for NAFTA brought t he Mexican economy to the brink of recession.”  That same 
Times report by Bret Stephens shared that “it took the American administration 
more than a year to replace their ambassador to Mexico.” Stephens quoted 
Trump in a 2015 interview as saying, “I don’t honestly care about Mexico.”  It is 
clear to most Mexicans that Trump’s views are unchanged. 
 
Mexican law enforcement officials privately share that the drug trade that 
currently poisons their nation with corruption and violence on a daily basis is 
largely the doing of the United States.  The bulk of drugs grown or transported 
through Mexico, almost $25 billion worth, end up in the United States.  Most 
Mexicans are too poor to buy the products heading for the American market. In 
return for the drugs, cash and firearms flow into Mexico from their northern 
neighbour.  While gun ownership is legal in Mexico, there is only one store in the 
entire nation and access to weapons is controlled by the Army who run the 



business.  Assault style weapons and any handgun bigger than .38 calibre are 
illegal for personal ownership, and have been for years.  Yet Mexico is awash in 
firearms, almost all of them American.  Mexican law enforcement stated that 
“70% of all firearms seized in Mexico can be directly traced back to the United 
States.”  Requests for more American assistance by the Mexican police have been 
largely ignored by Washington, and currently fewer than 15 Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms agents are assigned to Mexico to assist in stemming the 
flow of illegal firearms into Mexico. 
 
Mexicans have taken to social media to express their frustration with President 
Obrador.  Many believe that Obrador “should be having a hair on fire moment 
regarding the violence” and “are sickened by his muted response to the weekly 
carnage.”  In the same breath those critics of the current President confess to the 
elephant in the room, the potential impact of this violence on Mexico’s $21.3 
billion tourist industry. 
 
Mexico, despite the brutal levels of violence, is still the most important tourism 
destination in Latin American.  In 2018, 40 million tourists arrived in Mexico for 
sun, sand and culture.  The World Bank reports that tourism is the third largest 
generator of legal foreign currency in Mexico after manufactured goods and 
agriculture. Foreign tourism is a major contributor to the GDP and Mexicans have 
publically mused about the impact drug fuelled violence has already had on 
Acapulco, leaving the tourist hotels and pristine white beaches too empty for 
most Mexicans tastes. 
 
Obrador, likely for the sake of tourism, has downplayed the drug war going on in 
his country, but some Mexicans appear to be preparing a Plan B if the 
government truly does crumble from the pressure of the drug cartels.  Mexicans 
of means are sending their children to American high schools and universities in 
record numbers, and purchasing property in the United States to flee to if 
necessary.  Mexicans are currently the third largest foreign purchaser of property 
in America, after the Chinese and Canadians.  Mexicans bought $2.3 billion worth 
of American property in 2016, much of it in California, Arizona and Texas.  Many 
have lost complete faith in Mexico’s ability to survive another decade of drug 
fuelled carnage, and fearfully await “the whole rotten edifice to collapse under its 
own weight.”  
 



Americans forget that 125 million people live in Mexico.  44% of that population 
lives below the poverty line and many of them are directly impacted by the narco-
violence.  Unlike the middle class and the wealthy, the poor of Mexico have no 
“golden parachute” ready in the event of the collapse of law and order in large 
sections of their nation, and their natural reflex action in the event of civil 
disruption could be flight to the United States. Many already have friends and 
family across the Rio Grande, and while flight is certainly not their first choice, 
America is seen as the land of safety and security.  If re-location in America is 
good enough for the privileged few in Mexican society, 55 million poor Mexicans 
believe if should be available for them too. 
 
The Palm Springs Desert Sun in March of 2019 shared the heartbreaking story of a 
Mexican family who left their home state and came to America on a temporary 
work visa after two of their sons were found murdered by the roadside.  The 
family is sure the deaths were drug related, and that the murders were carried 
out by local police working in league with the drug cartels.  The family has had no 
problem finding work cutting asparagus in California and taking care of Christmas 
trees in Oregon.  Since their arrival in the United States they have applied for 
asylum, claiming that if they return the cartel will be coming for them.   
 
There are tens of thousands of people like this family already in the United States, 
trying desperately to stay, and possibly millions more in Mexico with bags packed 
waiting for that last straw that will make them émigrés, legal or illegal.  As early as 
2009, retired American Army General Barry R. McCaffery, former U.S. drug 
enforcement  czar, warned “of millions of refugees if Mexico failed to curb its 
lawlessness.”  The U.S. military Joint Forces Command also warned in 2009 “of 
the potential threat to U.S. security of a debilitated Mexican state.” 
 
Some Mexicans find it quite ironic that a problem fuelled by an insatiable need for 
illegal drugs by Americans and a seemingly endless supply of guns smuggled in 
from the United  States may just end up on America’s shores sooner than later.  
Mexico in 2020 is teetering on the edge of an abyss, and President Obrador will 
need all his domestic and foreign political allies, including the Trump regime,to 
help him preserve Mexico as a unified state with some semblance of law, order 
and security for all.   
 
The world watches and waits with baited breath.     


