
Festive RIDE program back for another season 
 

There are many touchstones in Ontario that remind us it is the Christmas season. 
 
For some of us the holidays must be here because houses are beautifully 
decorated with Christmas lights and festive displays.  For others it is the arrival of 
seasonally appropriate weather with snow blanketing Kawartha Lakes.  Another 
reminder that Christmas is here are the RIDE checks that many a party goer this 
year will have to submit to that help the Ontario Provincial Police keep our roads 
free of drunk and drug impaired drivers. 
 
The official Festive Reduce Impaired Driving Everywhere campaign for the 2019 
holiday season began on November 22, and will culminate December 31, helping 
safely ring in the New Year.  
 
Thanks to new impaired driving laws phased in last year, the OPP is heading into 
the seasonal campaign with enhanced tools and authorities.  Under the new law, 
“police officers in possession of an approved screening device who legally pull 
over a driver at any lawful traffic stop including a RIDE initiative can now demand 
a breath sample without having reasonable suspicion that the driver has alcohol 
in their body.” 
 
The OPP has also acquired “approved drug screening equipment which can detect 
cannabis and cocaine in a driver’s saliva.”  The device “can be used to enforce the 
provincial zero tolerance sanctions that now apply to young, novice and 
commercial drivers who are suspected of having the presence of drugs in their 
body.” 
 
Motorists are reminded “that officers can demand a driver to submit to a 
Standardized Field Sobriety Test and a Drug Recognition Expert Evaluation.  SFST-
trained officers and DREs have the experience to detect impairment by alcohol, 
drugs or both in a driver.” 
 
The OPP reminds motorists that RIDE checks happen throughout the year, not just 
the festive season.  Long time CKL residents usually expect to see RIDE on the 
Victoria Day, Canada Day, Simcoe Day and Labour Day long weekends plus 
November and December. 



OPP Commissioner Thomas Carrique shared, “Whether a driver is impaired by 
alcohol, drugs or both, impaired is impaired – any time of the year.  Our frontline 
officers have never been more prepared than they are now to remove these 
dangerous drivers from our roads.” 
 
The OPP added that “drivers and passengers are reminded to adhere to the 
strictly-enforced laws that address transportation of cannabis in motor vehicles.” 
 
The law states quite clearly that open accessible marijuana in the front seat of a 
vehicle is illegal and will be treated that way.  The OPP recommends that 
marijuana be transported in a sealed container inside a zippered bag not 
accessible to the driver, ideally in the trunk of the vehicle. 
 
Ontario Attorney General Sylvia Jones added, “With festive parties and holiday 
gatherings just around the corner, plan ahead and don’t drive impaired.  It is a 
serious criminal offence to drive while under the influence of drugs or alcohol and 
police officers across Ontario have the tools to detect impaired driving.  Please 
drive responsibly to keep our roadways safe this holiday season.” 
 
Whether you stay over at the site of the party, use a designated driver, take a cab 
or ride on a provided party bus, there are multiple safe and legal ways to get 
home from your holiday festivities.  Think before you drink or get high.  Make 
sure that your lack of foresight does not turn this holiday into a time of tragedy 
for the person you might hit while driving under the influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


