
Violence against women and girls still shockingly high 
 

On December 6, 1989 Marc Lepine, a mentally deranged gunman, entered 
Montreal’s Ecole Polytechnique and proceeded to kill 14 people and injure 
another 14.  Lepine largely targeted women, and stated that he was fighting 
against “feminism gone rampant.” 
 
The shooting shocked Canadians, leading to much stricter gun legislation and a 
complete change in procedure as to how police forces would answer active 
shooter calls.  The day has also been commemorated as the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women. 
 
Most Canadians would like to believe that in the ensuing thirty years acts of 
violence against women and girls would all but be eradicated, but a recent report 
compiled by Women’s Shelter Canada released in December of 2017 indicates 
differently. 
 
The report shared the following shocking information: 
 

1. Half of all women in Canada over the age of 16 have experienced at least 
one incident of physical or sexual violence 

2. 7 in 10 people who experience family violence are women and girls 
3. In 2014, 555,000 incidents of sexual assault were reported in Canada and 

87% were committed against women 
4. 83% of all sexual assaults are likely not reported 
5. Spousal violence is consistently the most common form of violence against 

women in Canada 
6. Rates of intimate partner violence and homicide are highest for women 15-

24 years old 
7. Women living in northern Canada experience eight times the number of 

violent incidents than women living in the south 
8. Indigenous women are almost three times as likely to be victims of spousal 

violence as non-Indigenous women 
9. 60% of women living with a disability experience some form of spousal 

violence 
10. Lesbian and bisexual women are 3-4 times more likely to experience 

intimate partner violence than heterosexual women 



11. 40% of all women report being physically injured during their attack 
12. In 2009 63,300 women self-reported being victimized by a spouse while 

pregnant 
13. In 2011 men were responsible for 83% of police-reported violence against 

women.  Most commonly, the accused was the woman’s intimate partner, 
either dating or spousal 

14. Every six days a woman in Canada is killed by her intimate partner 
15. Indigenous women are six times more likely to be killed than non-

Indigenous women 
16. According to the RCMP there are 1,181 cases of missing or murdered 

Indigenous women in Canada between 1980-2012.  However grassroots 
organizations put the number closer to 4000 

 
The report also clearly defined what violence against women and girls means by 
stating that intimate partner violence, sexual assault, sexual harassment, rape, 
forced marriage, female genital mutilation and sex trafficking are examples of 
violence that women and girls have to deal with on a daily basis.  
 
 Women`s Shelter Canada added to that list: 
 

1. Emotional or verbal violence 
2. Financial exploitation that includes stealing or controlling money or 

valuables, forcing her to work or not allowing her to go to work 
3. Spiritual exploitation, where her beliefs are used to manipulate, dominate 

or control her 
4. Harassment/stalking 
5. Reproductive violence, where she is forced to use a particular form of birth 

control or none at all, coerced abortions or forced pregnancies 
 
Violence against women and girls is an escalating problem, and many abused 
women have nowhere to go.  There are 234 women’s shelters in Canada and in 
2016 more than 40% of those reported diminished or stagnant government 
funding.  On-reserve shelters often receive up to 50% less funding than their non-
reserve counterparts.  There are only 41 shelters to serve the 634 recognized First 
Nations communities in Canada.  There are only 15 shelters and transition houses 
to serve 53 Inuit communities across the north, and many of these shelters are 
small and only accessible by ice or air roads.  Simply put, women and girls stay in 



extremely dangerous situations with their intimate partners because there is a 
lack of safe and affordable housing in their region, and 30% of all shelters in 
Canada report no social housing options in the regions they serve. 
 
Women and their children need safe places to go, but in the absence of that 
option often chose to ride out the storm with their abusive intimate partners, 
where in some cases they find themselves battered again or even murdered.  
 
December 6, 1989 helped focus public attention on violence against women and 
girls.  Some good first steps have been taken but the “ME TOO” generation 
demands much more than government lip service to these issues.  So much more 
needs to be done, and real money in adequate amounts needs to be allocated 
before many more women die or are battered at the hands of their intimate 
partners.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


