
Canadian Cancer Society hoping to make cancer an election issue 

Nuala McKee, Manager of Public Engagement and Advocacy Communications for 

the Canadian Cancer Society, wants to make cancer and cancer care a key issue in 

the upcoming fall federal election. 

McKee says, “the Canadian Cancer Society is urging all political parties to make 

cancer a priority in this federal election.” 

The Society wants politicians to realize that 1 in 2 Canadians will be diagnosed 

with cancer sometime in their life.  By 2030, the number of cancer patients in 

Canada will be 40% higher than it is today because of our aging population, and 

that the rising number of cancer cases, “could overwhelm the health care 

system.” 

In 2018, 200,000 Canadians were diagnosed with cancer.  Cancer of all kinds kills 

more Canadians than any other cause, and last year 45,000 Canadians lost their 

courageous battles with cancer. 

McKee said there are three key commitments that the Society is looking for from 

all the federal leaders and these include: 

1. Extended Employment Insurance Sickness Benefits – The Society is looking 

for benefits to be increased from 15 weeks to 26 weeks to allow people 

going through treatment to have the same amount of time off as those 

who are caring for them 

2. Hold  Big Tobacco Accountable – The Society wants an additional $66 

million in taxes collected from the cigarette manufacturers to cover the 

cost of programs to reduce tobacco use 

3.  Close Gaps in Coverage – The Society wants all Canadians to be 

completely covered for take home cancer drugs so that everyone has equal 

access to these medications, enabling them to undergo treatment in the 

comfort of their homes 

The ultimate goal of the CCS is, “to stop cancer before it starts, provide support 

for patients and their families and better manage the long term effects of cancer.”  



McKee hopes that politicians can be convinced to, “make the most of every health 

care dollar, and guaranteed equitable access to cancer treatment for everyone 

across the country.”  

The Society hopes that Canadians ask canvassing politicians where they stand on 

the extension of cancer treatments and benefits in Canada, and if they don’t have 

an answer demand they come up with one, or you may be looking for someone 

else to place your trust in. 

The CCS hopes you will help them make cancer a priority for all the federal parties 

this election cycle, and believes that this is the beginning of a new way of looking 

at cancer and politics in the Canadian context.  The real winners will be the 

patients and their extended families. 

 

 

  

 


